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Three Pitfalls to Wisdom

Introduction:
1. Another awesome chapter...  The key verse is verse 27, “Whoso digs a pit, shall fall therein...”    
 The lesson is that if we are aware of these three pitfalls, we are not as apt to fall into them.
2. This chapter has three “pitfalls” mentioned: [1] the simple person (fool) (vs.1-12), [2] The slothful  
 person (vs.13-17), and [3] The strifeful person (vs.18-28).

 I. The Simple (Foolish) Person (vs.1-12)
  A. Do not praise him - (vs.1,8) - do not give him honor.  It is like trying a stone inside a sling  
      (v.8).  Now that indeed would be foolish.
  B. Do not trust him - (v.6) ...”fool delivering a message is like cutting off your own feet
  C. Do not listen to him - (v.7) “fool can use a proverb as well as a crippled man his legs.”   
      You must have discretion at this point.  Note that if your answer is like manner (vs.4,5),  
      you are no better than they are.  Now folks, that is profound...We respond and we are  
      foolish...ouch
  D. Do not hire a simple person - (v.10)  They are not teachable.  And please note verse   
      12...if the “wise” man is conceited, he is worse off than the fool.  Insightful as to why God  
      is so hard on “pride”.  God goes against those who take on “God like” qualities (James 4).   
      We are “all knowing, all powerful, etc...”
 II. The Slothful Person (vs.13-17)
  A. Does not want to leave the house - (v.13)  Is he afraid of lions?  Note indeed he is full of  
      fear and phobias.  (Psalms 23:1-3)
  B. Does not have proper discipline - (v.14)  Note that he “cannot get out of bed.”  Tragically,  
      we all know someone who lacks discipline...
  C. Does not realize his own destructiveness - (v.15)  “...does not bring food to his mouth.”   
      Note in verse 16, how tragically needful he is...  He thinks that he is wiser than seven   
      men.
 III. The Strifeful Person (vs.17-28)
  A. Diagnosis of a strifeful man...  He is Hateful.  Note the use of the word “hate” in verses  
      24,26 and 28.  Four characteristics here: [1] he is wicked (v.26), [2] he is superficial (v.23),  
      [3] he is contentious (v.21), [4] he is deceitful (v.24).  In psychology this is known as a   
      personality disorder.  He has an argumentative spirit (vs.18,19), and he acts out his   
      feelings.  Do we have any of these qualities in us?  This is an interesting chapter on   
      “mental and spiritual health”.
  B. Diagnosis of the victim - (v.22)  His words “wound” us and effect us inwardly.  “go to the  
      innermost parts of the belly.”  Words can hurt.

Conclusion
We can never assume that these “truths” are for someone else.  Are we simple and foolish, slothful and 
full of strife?  Amen...


